
Schematic History of the English Court System in Ireland 
1200 A.D. – 1838 

 

  n Curia Regis 
(Justiciar’s Council in Ireland) 

Established 13
th

 Century 

Court of Exchequer 
Established c. 1203 A.D. 

Chancery 
Established 1232 A.D. 

LOWER EXCHEQUER 
Exchequer of Account 
- Settled Sheriffs Accounts 
- Judicial decisions 

 

UPPER EXCHEQUER 
Exchequer of Receipt 
- Payments & receipts 
- Audits 

Plea Side Equity Side Revenue Side 

Common Pleas 
Established 13

th
 Century 

King’s Bench 
Established 13

th
 Century 

The Four Courts grew 
out of the Curia Regis 
or “The King’s Court” 

Secretariat 
Side 

Equity Side 

Civil Disputes and 
Common Law Actions 
 

- Suits that don’t involve 
the King 

- Ordinary pleas between 
commoners 

- Land disputes were the 
most common cases 

Assize Courts 
Established 1284 A.D. 

- Criminal Proceedings 
- Murders; Felonies 
- Treason 
- Appeals from the Court of 

Quarter Sessions 
- Civil Cases of nisi prius 

Court of Equity Court of 

Common Law 

- Letters Patent 
   (Seal attached) 
- Close Rolls 

(Private letters) 
- Rights secured are 

called “Legal” 

- Disputes over 
Landed Property; of 
most use 
genealogically 

- Rights secured are 
called “Equitable” 

EXCLUSIVE 
- Trusts 
- Certain rights 

of married 
women 

- Minors 

CONCURRENT 
- Accounts 
- Accident 
- Dower Rights 
- Fraud 
- Loss of Property 
- Mistakes in Equity 
- Partnerships 

 

AUXILIARY  
- Handled cases in 

which the evidence 
in the other two 
categories was 
lacking in some way  

3 Categories in Equity 

King’s 
Remembrancers 

Office 

Treasurers 
Remembrancers 

Office 

- Pipe Rolls 
- Foreign Rolls 
- Originalia Rolls 

(extracts Chancery) 
- Memoranda Rolls 

 

- Judicial Cases 
- Domesday Book? 
- Suits Involving Jews? 
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Quarter 

Sessions 
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Petty Sessions 

Tholsel Court 

Court of Insolvency Court of Bankruptcy 

Incumbered 

Estates Court 

Star Chamber 


